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ONT ROY ERSIAL writing has 
been ſo multiplied in the Chriſtian world, 
and frequently carried on in a manner fo 
little agreeable to the genuine ſpirit of Chri- 
Jutanity, that many ſenſible perſens are apt to 


 Concerve a diſtaſte againſt every produttion of 


that kind, But as religion is in itfelf the 
moſt important thing in the world, fo it is 
likewiſe of very great importance that men 


ſhould entertain juſt notions of it. And though 


matters of mere opinion, as ſuch, are not 
perhaps of very great moment; yet any notions 


_ which have a tendency to prevent the practical 


influence of religion on the minds of men, are 
certainly of very bad conſequence ; and are the 
more dangerous and prejudicial, when they are 
received as ſacred doctrines, and thoſe who 
have imbibed them are afraid to examine then 
with Frredom and impartiality. 
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by PREFACE. 
1T muſt be a matter of regret,” to every 
 mianwho is himſelf convinced of the important 
truths of the Chriſtian revelation, who re- 
verences its divine author, and is concerned 
for the promotion of thei ntereſts off his reh- 
gran, as a ſcheme calculated in the-moſt adnu- 
rable manner to promote the cauſe of virtue, 
and the preſent and future happineſs of mam 
king, to obſerve the abſurd and unamiable 


repreſentations which are frequently given of 


this moſt excellent inſtitution. It is often fo 
znveloped in the abſurdities of ſome of its 
miſtaken profeſſors, that ſcarce any traces of 
its original ſimplicity and beauty are diſcern- 
zble, 1 C 


IT muſt however be acknowledged with 
pleaſure, that moſt of thoſe abſurd tenets, 
which have long contributed to disfigure and 
obſcure the original doctrines of the goſpel, and 
which have been. ſheltered under the venerable 
name of orthodoxy, have. for a confiderable 
zi me paſt, by the moſt learned and inquiſitive 
Chriſtians of almoſt every denomination, been 

diſcarded as unſcriptural, as well as irrational. 
Bigotry, and a flavifh attachment to eſtab- 
A* . liſhed 


FEREFACE v 
25 iſhed h ſyſtems, to cretds and articles of faith, 
the inventions and devices of men, have given 
way to a rational and free enquiry into the 
real doctrines of the ſacred writings them- 
ſelves; by which means the Chriſtian ſyſtem 
has been better underſtood, and more rational 
and conſiſtent ſentiments have been eftabliſhed 


ma conſiderable part of the Chriſtian world. 


I is however to be regretted, that not- 
withſtanding theſe beneficial  effefts, which 
have been the natural reſult of freedom of 
enquiry, and the prevalence of more liberal 
fentiments, there are yet great numbers of 
prous well-meaning Chriſtians, who are very 
ſtrongly attached to the abſurd and contradic- 
tory tenets of Calviniſm. 


A'S theſe diftrinct appear in themſelves 
(though they may not always produce their 
natural ect to be very unfavourable to the 
morality of the goſpel, and to the promotion 
of that real virtue and benevolence of heart, 
which it is the principal deſign of Cbriſtianity 
ro inculcate and promote; as they muſt appear, 
upon an impartial examinaticn, to be cuntra- y 
* AN : 10 
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vi P'R EFA CE. 
fo the general tenor and dgſign of the ſacred 
vritings, however they may be fortified by 
imaginary proofs drawn from thence; and as 
the idea which they give of the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem is an abſurd and unamiable one, and 
ſuch as hath a natural tendency to prejudice, 
and in fact frequently does prejudice, many 
againſt Chriſtianity, and even againſt religion 
ztſelf ; every attempt to remove ſuch opinions, 
and to eftabhſh juſter ſentiments of the religion 
of Jeſus, muſt, if it has any effect, be ſer- 


wviceable to the Chriſtian cauſe. 


TO obvate, therefore, ſome of thoſe pre- 
judices, which are entertained by thoſe who 
favour Calviniſtical principles, againſt thoſe 
more rational and conſiſtent ideas of the Chri- 
lian religion, which the free exerciſe of 
reaſon, and the unprejudiced fludy of the 
ſacred writings, naturally ſuggeſt ; and to give 
a ſlight ſketch of that admirable fyſiem, as 
it it really delineated in the books of the New 
Teſtament, is the deſign of this tract. 


TT may be preſumed, that an endeavour 
to promote ſuch ſentiments in religion, as are 


Ho- 


- II 
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honourable to the ſupreme Creator, and agree- 
able to the diftates of reaſon as well as reve» 
lation, though iinperfect in itſelf, will be fa- 
wourably recerved by the Intelligent and the 
Candid. But how far this tract may be cal- 


culated for ſuch a purpaſe, 'muſt be ſubmitted 
40 the impartial judgment of the Public. 
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OF THE 


GENUINE DOC TRINES 


OF 


CHRISTIANITY. 


NE diverſity of ſentiment which hath 
appeared in the Chriſtian world, with 
reſpe& to many important points of 
Chriſtian doctrine, mult be a matter 

of conſiderable ſurprize to a ſpeculative obſerver. 

It would be very natural to imagine, that in a 

divine revelation, intended to lead mankind to 

the knowledge of thoſe divine truths which 
are neceſſary to their ſalvation, thoſe truths 
would be there laid down with ſuch a degree 
of preciſion and perſpicuity, that no man of 
moderate underſtanding, who was fincerely. 
defirous of knowing the truth, could poſſibly 
A 4 miſtake 


10 A Review of the 
miſtake it. But however natural and reaſonable 


this ſuppoſition may be, the fact certainly is, 
that very different repreſentations of the Chri- 


ſtian religion are given by perſons who appear 


equally ſincere in their intentions. 


Bur as there does not appear to be any ſuch 
real obſcurity in therevelation itſelf, when fair- 
ly examined, at leaſt with reſpect to the general 
aim and deſign of it, this diverſity of opinion 
concerning it mult be attributed to other cauſes. 


And it appears very evident, that a much 


greater uniformity of opinion, with reſpect at 
leaſt to the more important and eſſential parts 
of religion, would have taken place in the 
Chriſtian world, had men freely exerciſed their 
own reaſon in enquiring after truth, and diſ- 
covering the real doctrines of revelation; and 

had not been induced to hood- wink their 
underſtandings, and receive as the dictates of 
infallible truth, whatever ſome particular zea- 
lous and over-bearing men,, who have become 
heads and leaders of ſets and parties, have 
thought proper to declare were the only true 
and orthodox doctrines of ſcripture. Articles 
of faith, creeds, &c. perhaps may juſtly be 
conſidered as having hindered in a very conſi- 
derable degree the advancement of juſt notions 


of the doctrines of the goſpel; as by them 
1 5 the 


enen eee ene 


of GENVUINE DocrRINES, Sc. 11 
XZ the miſtakes of ſome particular men have been 
handed down as facred doctrines, and by that 


” means the timely rectification of ſuch errors 
” hath been in a great degree prevented. By 
the increaſe of creeds and articles of faith, 
ſyſtems of divinity have been formed, and by 
them the ſcriptures have been interpreted. In- 
ſtead of thoroughly and impartially examining 
what appeared to be the genuine doctrine of 
the ſcriptures, men have brought their own 
' prejudices and pre-conceived notions with them; 
and at all events the ſcriptures muſt be made 
do tally with theſe notions, however contrary 
they might be to the real meaning of -the 
ſacred writings, however abſurd and incon- 
ſiſtent in themſelves. Miſtaken and falſe in- 


terpretations of ſome of the more difficult and 
Ry obſcure parts of the ſacred writings, have been 
' adopted as eſſential parts of the doctrine of 
the goſpel; and though perhaps contrary to 
© ſome of its moſt fundamental principles, when 


- _ rightly underſtood, yet the reception of ſome _ 

' of theſe. notions: hath been conſidered as the 15 
only true criterion of ſoundneſs and orthodoxy, | 
And theſe tenets have been received by many 

with fuch implicit affent, that they have con- 

ſidered it as impious to diſbelieve, or even to 

doubt the truth of them. And indeed when 

once any ſet of opinions can be brought to be 

7 5 | con- 
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eonſideted in this light, little argument will 
be ſufficient for their ſupport ; ſuperſtition, 
or a too timorous piety, will, with the majo- 
rity, fortify them againſt all the force of 


reaſon and of TOs 


Hap not, 15 means of this kind, à veil of 
obſcurity been thrown over the moſt ſimple, 
intelligible, and rational of all religions, thoſe 
heats, animoſities, and religious contentions, 
with | which eccleſiaſtical hiſtory is diſgraced, 
ae not poſſibly have ſubſiſted in the Chri- 
ſtian world; and probably the preſent diſtinc- 
tions of ſects and parties would have been in a 
ous degree extinct. 


4.47 6 giv# 7 x7 7: N 


As it, penn that it was this want of the 
; Gal exerciſe of. reaſon, which hath: been the 


principal. occaſion of the abſurd and miſtaken 


repreſentations Which have been given of Chri- 
'- ſtianity;z and as it is a notion ſtill entertained 


by thoſe who adhere to the doctrines in this 
tract more particularly oppoſed, that mere 


human reaſon, (or, as it is ſometimes empha- 
tically called, carnal reaſon) is not an adequate 


judge of religious matters; and that men are 


not capable, by the uſe of their natural faculties 
and powers, of having juſt conceptions of 


thoſe divine truths which are the Objects af 
reve- 
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Grnvine DocrxIN ES, c. 1} 
Fevelation, nor of underſtanding revelation 
itſelf, a few n. will be offered upon that 
ſubject.” 


Ir is indeed no eaſy matter to reaſon ſuc- 
ceſsfully with thoſe, by whom the deciſions of 
reaſon are not admitted. But it may be 
obſerved, that however ready ſuch perſons are 
to appeal from the determinations of reaſon, 
when they make againſt themſelves,” they are 
nevertheleſs willing to retain it in their ſervice, 
as long as it can be employed with any degree 
of ſucceſs on their own ſide. They will reaſon 
as long as they are able, in defence of their 
own tenets ; but when they find they are no 
longer defenſible on any rational principles, 
they then reject the authority of reaſon. Agree- 
able to an obſervation ſomewhere made, reaſon 
is againſt them, and therefore they, in their 
turn; are r reaſon. 7 


* 


Tune the ug of 8 in religion ſhould 
have been oppoſed by the patrons and adherents 
of papal tyranny and ſuperſtition, is not at all 
wonderful. If ignorance cannot juſtly be ſail 
to be the mother of devotion, it is nevertheleſs 
the moſt ſuitable nurſe for ſuperſtition, bigotry, 
and implicit faith. It was therefore natural for 
thoſe in "the intereſt of the Roman ſee, to 


ITS | oppoſe 
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oppoſe with all their might the exerciſe of 
reaſon,. as the moſt dangerous enemy of their 
eccleſiaſtical uſurpation. But that Proteſtants, 
whoſe religion appears to be founded on the uſe 
of reaſon, ſhould nevertheleſs refuſe to acknow- 
ledge the propriety of appeals to it in the deter- 
mination of religious controverſies, is not eaſy 
to be accounted for. 


Covrtp we be infallibly certain, that any 
doctrine was revealed, and any action or actions 
commanded, by the ſupreme Creator himſelf ; 


it would undoubtedly be our duty to aſſent to 


the one, and to obey the other, whether we 
could diſcern their probability and fitneſs, or 
not. Reaſon itſelf would diftate this. The 


Deity can neither be himſelf miſtaken, nor can 


he deceive his creatures; and his wiſdom and 
his goodneſs render it impoſſible that he ſhould 
command any thing that is not fit and proper. 
Therefore whatever we certainly know to be 
taught or commanded by Him, reaſon itſelf 
would teach us to believe and to obey. To 
object againſt any part of the known will of 
God, becauſe we do not diſcern its reaſonable- 
neſs, would be both abſurd and impious. 
But ſurely there can be no impiety in examin- 
ing, whether what is offered to us as a divine 
revelation, is really ſo or not; much leſs in 

examining 
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examining what are, and what are not, the 
real doctrines of revelation itſelf, We have 
otherwiſe no ſecurity againſt any ſpecies of 
deluſion and impoſture : but at Conſtantinople 
we muſt receive implicitly, the doctrines of the 
Koran, and at Rome, we mult believe Tran- 
ſubſtantiation. | D, i 


Tun warmeſt friends to Chriſtianity need 
not be under any apprehenſion of that ſuſtaining 
any. detriment - by the freeſt examination, pro- 
vided it be a candid, and a fair one. The 
uncorrupted religion of Jeſus will approve 3 
itſelf to the underſtanding of every. impartial 
and reaſonable man. It is enthuſiaſm, bigotry, 
and ſuperſtition alone, that are endangered by 


the appeal to reaſon; and it is forbidden only 


in thoſe erroneous theological ſyſtems, the pa- 
trons of which are conſcious thaf their ſchemes 
will not ſtand the teſt of reaſon z and therefore 
they are reduced to the neceſſity of employing 
this ſubterfuge to evade its force. Truth 
itſelf fears no ſcrutiny. It is the direction 
of the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, to prove 
ail things, and hold faſt that only which is 
good. He directed thoſe to whom he preached, 

; 5 10 
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to judge what he fad; and defired no othe? 
aſſent to his doctrines, than what their own 
unbiaſed reaſon led them to. And he com- 
mends the Bereans i in very ſtrong terms, becauſe 
they were free enquirers ; they believed not 
the apoſtles themſelves'implicitly, but ſearched 
the ſcriptures whether "__ things were fo bd. 
| Inpz 72 1 8 ee to prove by many inſtan- 
ces, that the ſcriptures are very far from giving 
any countenance to a rejection of reaſon. We 
find, on the contrary, both in the old and in 
the new teſtament, frequent appeals to the 
reaſon and underſtanding of mankind. God 
himſelf is repreſented in ſeveral places as rea- 
ſoning with his creatures . Chriſt often appeals 


to the underſtandings of thoſe who heard him 4. 


St. Paul 'is repreſented as reafoning with Felix 
the Roman governor concerning the faith in 
Chriſt - The ſame apoſtle reaſons with king 
Agrippa *, with the Athenian philoſophers *, Z 

and with the Jews b. And that an ability of 


underſtanding the ſcfiprures, is not confined 


4 * * 
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Acts xvii. 11. © Particularly in Iſaiah ch. v. 3. 
pri. 23—26. Ezek. xviii. 24 —32. and Micah vi. 2, 3. 

4 Mark viii. 17—2 1. John viii. 46. Acts xxiv. 24, 
25: Acts xxvi. 8. s Acts xvii. 16—31. Acts 
xvii. 2, . 
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to thoſe who in ſome ſupernatural manner have 


their minds prepared for the reception of divine 
truths, or by ſome divine irradiation are already 
initiated in the knowledge of them, is evident 
from our Saviour's own words, who directs 
even the unbelieving Jews to ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures i; which it cannot be ſuppoſed he would 
have done, had they not been naturally capable 
of underſtanding them. And indeed of what 
uſe can that revelation be, which requires 
another revelation to explain it ? | 


IxpEED the leaſt reflection muſt convince 
us, of the neceſſity of our exerciſing our rea- 
ſon in reading the ſcriptures. For there are 
many paſſages in the ſacred writings, which, - 
were we to underſtand them literally, would 
be either unintelligible or falſe. Here then 
we naturally employ our reaſon, as we do in 
all other writings, to diſcover the real mean- 
ing of the writer. We are obliged of neceſ- 
ſity thus to exerciſe our reaſon, if we would 
in any tolerable degree underſtand the ſcrip- 
tures, or indeed any thing elſe. Why then 
are we forbid to uſe our reaſon freely in 


1 religious enquiries? In fact, the notion that 


reaſon 
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reaſon is not a proper guide in religious mat- 
ters, is ſo egregiouſly abſurd, that any man, 
but one who through the prejudice of educa- 
tion, or ſomething of that kind, has eſpouſed 
this ſtrange dogma, muſt be amazed that 
there ſhould be any neceſſity of confuting it. 


Havins in ſome degree, it is preſumed, 
eſtabliſhed this principle, that we may with 


ſafety and propriety take reaſon as our guide, 


in an examination of what are the genuine 
doctrines of the goſpel ; we ſhall, after a few 


previous obſervations, proceed to that enquiry, 


in that method which appears the moſt natural 
and rational. And this certainly muſt be, to 
enquire what were the. doctrines which Chriſt 


| himſelf principally inculcated upon his fol- 


lowers and diſciples ; and what it was that his 
apoſtles appear chiefly to have inculcated upon 
thoſe to whom they preached, For it would 
be very irrational (however frequently that 
method may have been taken) to explain theſe 
more intelligible parts of the new teſtament, the 
meaning of which is ſo obvious that it ſtrikes 


at the firſt view, with ſuch as are metaphorical 


and obſcure, and capable of different interpreta- 
tions. But it is ſomewhat remarkable, that thoſe 
who have imbibed the moſt abſurd and incon- 


ſiſtent notions of Chriſtianity, are particularly 


fond 
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CFP aA NR 


fond of St. Paul's epiſtles; and read and quote 
them much oftener, than they do the goſpels, 
and other leſs controverted parts of ſcripture. 
The reaſon of which appears to be, that theſe, 
as being in ſome places ſomewhat difficult and 


- obſcure, are better calculated to be ſo explained 
45 

zs to countenance any favourite doctrine, than 
* thoſe parts of ſcripture which are more plain, 


and leſs capable of perverſion. Some ſuch uſe 


> 2 Peter iii. 15, 16. 


0 appears to have been made of St. Paul's epi- 


ſtles, even in the moſt early ages of Chriſtia- 
nity. St. Peter obſerves, that there were, in 
St. Paul's epiſtles, ſome things hard to be 
under ſtood, which thoſe that were anlearned and 


ne. . 


Ix profane authors we always make uſe of 


4 ; thoſe parts, the meaning of which is clear and 


evident, to explain and illuſtrate thoſe which 
are dark and obſcure. And it is certain that 
no reaſon can be aligned, why this moſt 
e. method ſhould not be taken with the 


ſeriptures. | 
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unſtable wreſted, even in his time, 70 their own 


the new teſtament, we ſhall begin with our 


20 A Review of the 
Lord's ſermon on the mount, the longeſt and 
moſt conſiderable diſcourſe that we have recor- 
ded as preached by him. We find it compoſed 
chiefly of moral precepts, and directions for 
the regulation of his diſciples conduct; of 
exhortations to peaceableneſs, purity, forgive- 
nels of injuries, candour in judging of others, 
reſignation to the providence of God, and the 
practice of juſtice and equity, and that exten- 
five benevolence which comprehended in it the 
love even of their enemies. Our Lord incul- 
cates the practice of theſe virtues on his diſciples 
with peculiar emphaſis and force, as the only 
thing that could recommend them to his favour, 
and on which they could place any rational depen- 
dance. Whoſoever (ſays he) heareth theſe ſayings 
of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him to a 
wiſe man who built his houſe upon a roc; and 
be rain deſcended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that houſe, and it 
fell not, for it was founded on a roch l. It is 
with theſe words our Saviour's diſcourſe ends ; 
in the whole of which his deſign manifeſtly is, 
to lead them to the ſincere prazzice of piety and 
virtue ; and to a greater degree of it than was 
then generally practiſed by the Jewiſh ſcribes 
0 | and 


1 Matt. vii. 24, 25. 
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and Phariſees. For our Lord tells them, Except 
your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no ee 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ®. 


THERE is not the leaſt ground for the far- 
fetched interpretation that is ſometimes given 
to the laſt-· quoted text, viz. that the righteouſ- 
neſs there ſpoken of as neceſſary to quality 
them for entering into ti. kingdom of heaven, 
was the righteouſneſs 'of Chriſt imputed to 
them. Our Lord is evidently exhorting them 
to perſonal righteouſneſs ; for he is throughout 
his whole diſcourſe inculcating virtues which 
they themſelves were to practice. His meaning 
evidently is, that if they would gain the favour 
of God, and attain eternal life, they muſt not 
content themſelves with a formal obſervance 


of the external duties of religion, and with 


appearing to men to be religious, as the ſcribes 
and Phariſees, and hypocrites, that he was 
ſpeaking of, did ; but that they muſt regulate 
their lives by the rules of religion and virtue, 
not in appearance only, but in reality, in ſin⸗ 
Any and ſingleneſs of heart. 


©; WE 


—— 
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Wi find our Lord in the other parts of 
the goſpels enforcing the love of God'and our 
neighbour, as the ſum and ſubſtance of reli- 
gion. And he in particular repreſents the 
practice of benevolence and ſocial affection, as 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of the profeſſors 
of his religion. By this ſball all men know that 
ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one to ano- 
ther n. And he repreſents the keeping his 


commandments, as the proper criterion by 


which they might. judge of their love to him. 
He that bath my commandments, and keepeth 
them, he tt is that loveth me. 


THERE is an incident of our Lord's life re- 
corded, in which he hath pointed out in a very 
ſtrong and beautiful manner, that nothing but 
doing the will of God would be a recommen- 
dation to his favour. It is ſaid that, in the 
midſt of one of his diſcourſes, while he yet 
zalked to the people, behold, his mother and his 
brethren flood without, deſiring to ſee him. Then 
one ſaid unto him, behold, thy mother and thy 
brethren ſtand without defiring to ſpeak with 
thee. But he anſwered and ſaid unto him that 
told him, I bo is my mother? and who are my 

brethren ? 
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brethren ? And he ſtretched forth his hand to: 
wards his diſciples, and ſaid, Behold my mother, 
and my brethren. For whoſoever ſhall do the 
will of my Father which is in heaven, the ſame 
is my brother, and ſiſter, and mother ?. Giving 
them to underſtand, in a moſt expreſſive man- 
ner, that they were more allied to him by the 
practice of piety and virtue, than by any other 
relation. This is what he appears to have ta- 
ken every opportunity to inculcate ; for we are 
alſo told, that when à certain woman—lift up 
ber voice, and ſaid unto him, Bleſſed is the womb 
that bare thee, and the paps which thou haſt 
ſucked ; — he ſaid, Yea, rather bleſſed are they 
that bear the word of God, and keep it 1. And 
in his pathetic exhortation to his diſciples, a 
little before his crucifixion, recorded in the 
latter part of St. John's goſpel, he with grear 
earneſtneſs repeatedly exhorts them to perſevere 
in keeping his commandments, as the only 
proper teſt of their love to him. 


IT is likewiſe very evident, that in the repre- 
ſentations which Chriſt gives of the future 
world, he always deſcribes their final ſtate as 


determined by their own *. character. In 
the 
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the end of the world the Son of man ſhall ſend 
; forth bis angels, and they ſhall gather-out of his 


kingdom all things that offend, and them which 
do iniquity, and ſhall caſt them into a furnace of 
fire : — Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as 


the ſun in the kingdom of their Father r. In 


another place; at the end of the world, the 
angels hall come forth, and ſever the wicked 
From among the juſt ; and ſhall caſt them into a 
furnace of fire. Again; the Son of man ſhall 
come in the glory of his Father, with his angels ; 


and then he fhall: reward every man according 
10 his works t. If the final ftate of mankind 


was to be determined (agreeable to the tenets 
of ſome Chriſtians) by a mere arbitrary election 
of ſome fayoured individuals to eternal life, 
without any reſpect to their own per/onal merits, 
whilſt the remainder of the human race were 
ſuffered to periſh ; or if it had been determined 
by the warmth and fervency with which they 
had relied on the merits or righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt; it would be very extraordinary, if this 
was the true ftate of the caſe, that theſe repre- 
ſentations of Chriſt, as well as thoſe of the 
apoſtles in the other parts of the new teſtament, 


ſhould concur in declaring, that, 'in the future 
world, 
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world, men would be rewarded or puniſhed. 
according to their Works, 


INDEED if we take a view of all our 
Saviour's diſcourſes, parables, and public in- 
ſtructions, it will appear plainly that the general 
tendency of them is, to inculcate upon his diſ- 
ciples and followers, the ſincere practice of piety, 
humility, benevolence, and the moſt exalted 


virtue; and to enforce this by imprinting 


deeply in their minds the doctrine of a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments ; and forcibly 
pointing out the wiſdom of ſacrificing our 
temporal to our eternal intereſts, whenever 
they come in competition with each other. 


And with theſe ideas of the deſign of the Chri- 


ſtian religion, we ſhall find the repreſentations 
given of it by the apoſtles in other parts of the 
new teſtament, perfectly to coincide. 


We are very far from finding, in the ac- 
counts which are given in the acts of the 
apoſtles, of the diſcourſes made by the apoltles 
in the promulgation of Chriſtianity, any of 
thoſe unintelligible and irrational doctrines 
which have been taught in later times. Their 
diſcourſes are intelligible, conſiſtent, and re- 
pugnant to no principle of reaſon. St. Paul's 


oration to the Athenians is a ſtriking inſtance 
8 of 
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whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all men, in 
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of this v. After having cenſured their idolatry 
and ſuperſtition, he proceeds to preach to them 
the true God, the Creator of the world ; and 
to give them juſter ſentiments of him than 
they then appeared to entertain. He ſhews the 
abſurdity of conſidering God as confined to 
temples, or as a local deity z and teaches them, 
that God was not to be worſhipped by men, 
as though he needed any thing of them ; 
becauſe it was from him that they received fe, 
and breath, and all things, He repreſents the 
Deity, not as a God of a particular country or 
people, but as the God and Father of the 
whole human race; and from thence infers the 
abſurdity of repreſenting him by any image, 
Having eſtabliſhed theſe firſt principles of na- 
tural religion, he goes on to preach to them 
ſome of the more peculiar doctrines of the 
Chriſtian revelation. The times of this ignorance 


he ſays, (ſpeaking of the ſuperſtition and ido- 


latry which had prevailed among mankind) 
God winked at; but now commandeth all men 


every where to repent : becauſe he hath appointed 


a day in which he will judge the world in rigb- 
teouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordained ; 


that 
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that be hath raiſed him from the dead. We 
find a ſtriking difference between the method 
here taken by this great apoſtle, and that 
which hath been ſince taken by many modern 
| preachers of the goſpel. The apoſtle eſtabliſhes 
revelation on- the foundations of natural reli- 
gion. He urges them to. repentance, as that 
which it was the end and deſign of Chriſtianity 
to promote; and as a motive to it preaches to 
them the doctrine of a future ſtate of retribu- 
tion; in which Jeſus was to preſide as the 
ſupreme judge : and for a proof of his divine 
miſſion and authority, he urges his reſurrection 
from the dead. He ſays not a ſingle word of 
the natural incapacity of men to do any thing 
which could recommend them to God; nor 
does he once tell them, that a reliance on the 
merits or righteouſneſs of Chriſt would be 
ſufficient for their ſalvation. Which, if they 
had really been ſuch capital and eſſential doc- 
trines of Chriſt's religion, as they have ſince 
been repreſented to be, he certainly, when he 
was thus preaching the goſpel, could not por 
* have om itted. 


Wuen St. Peter preached to the Jews, after 
having healed a lame man in the temple, and 
repreſented that miracle, which he declared to 
have been done by the power of Chriſt, as a 

proof 
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proof of his divine miſſion ; he adds, Repeit 


ye therefore, and be converted, that your fins 


may be blotted out ; and concludes with telling 


them, that God had raiſed up his ſon Feſus, and 
ſent him to bleſs them, in turning away every 


one of them from their iniquities v. And when 
Paul and Barnabas preached to the Lyſtrians, 
their words are, He preach unto you, that ye 
ſhould turn from theſe vanities unto the living 
God, which made heaven and earth, and the ſea, 


and all things that are therein : who in times 


paſt ſuffered all nations to walk in their own 
ways. Nevertheleſs be left not himſelf without 
witneſs, in that he did good, and gave us rain 
from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladneſs *.' In which the 
natural ability of man to conform to the rules 
of religion is clearly implied; and alfo his abi- 
lity of diſcerning the exiſtence and character of 
the Deity by the mere light of nature. 


In the account which St. Paul gives of 


himſelf to Felix the Roman governor, we find 
the following expreſſions : after the way which 
they (the Jews) call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God 
of my fathers, believing all things which are 

written 
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written in the law and the prophets. And have 
Bope towards God, which they themſelves alſo 
allow, that there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt : and herein do 
J exerciſe myſelf, to have. always a conſcience void 
of offence towards God, «and towards men v. 
Nor when Felix ſent for Paul, to hear him 
concerning the faith in Chriſt, is he repreſented 
as ſaying any thing about the favourite doc- 
trines of ſome modern ſyſtems of divinity ;z 
but is deſcribed as reaſoning of righteouſneſs, 


temperance, and judgment to come. And in St. 


Paul's ſpeech for himſelf, before king Agrippa 


and Feſtus, after reciting the manner of his 
miraculous converſion, he gives this account 
of the method in which he firſt preached Chri- 
ſtianity. [ was not (ſays the apoſtle) diſobedient 


unto the heavenly viſion : but ſhewed firſt unto 


them of Damaſcus, and at Jeruſalem, and. 


throughout all the coaſts of Judea, and then to 


the Gentiles, that they ſhould repent, and turn to 


God, and do works meet for repentance *. 


I=vxeD any man who reads the acts of the 
apoſtles, with any degree of attention and 


impartiality, muſt be perfectly convinced that 
the 


Y Acts xxiv. 14—16, 2 Acts xxvi. 19, 20, 
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the doctrines which they taught, and thoſe 


which have been ſince taught by ſome who 
have affected to be very cloſe imitators of 
them, were totally different. And the ac- 
count which is given in the Acts, of the 
converſion of Cornelius, the Roman centurion, 
to the Chriſtian faith, is a ſtrong evidence of 
the regard that is ever paid to ſincere piety and 
virtue by the Almighty; and what little ground 
there is for the notion, that men cannot re- 
commend themſelves by their own actions to 
the favour of God. It is on the contrary 
plainly declared in this relation, that the prayers 
and alms, the piety and benevolence, of a 
Roman officer, had ſo recommended him to 


the divine favour, that an angel was ſent to 


him in order to occaſion his converſion to 
Chriſtianity. For the reaſon which the angel 
gave for his extraordinary appearance to him, 
was, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for 


a memorial before God *. This eminent inſtance 


of the attention and regard of the divine being 
to real piety and virtue, wherever found, ſo 
ſtruck the apoſtle Peter, who had imbibed the 
narrow notions of his countrymen, that the 
favour of God was confined to their na- 

| ; tion, 
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tion, that he opened bis mouth, and ſaid, Of a 


truth I perceive that God is no reſpecter of 
perſons : but in every nation, he that feareth 
him, aud warketh righteauſneſs, is accepted with 
him, 


Bur it is from the epiſtles of St. Paul, as 
hath been before obſerved, that ſome of the 
ſtrongeſt proofs for the Calviniſtical dorines, 
and ſome others which have been founded 


upon them, are ſuppoſed to be drawn. It will 


not fall within the compaſs of this tract, to 
enter into a particular diſcuſſion of all the 


s in St. Paul's epiſtles, which are urged 
in ſupport of theſe opinions ; nor to give thoſe 


more rational and conſiſtent interpretations; 
which have been given by ſeveral excellent 
commentators of ſuch. paſſages. And indeed 
2 proper attention to thoſe parts of ſcrip- 
ture, the meaning of which is more obvious 
and leſs controverted, and to the general 


tenor of the ſacred writings, would carry more. 


conviction, with it, than any examination of 
particular texts, For when once men have 


been accuſtomed to read any particular parts 


of ſcripture to a certain ſenſe, and to annex a 
certain ſet of ideas to ſuch and ſuch phraſes, 


though perhaps totally foreign from the ori- 


ginal meaning of the writer, they naturally 
conſider 
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conſider every attempt to interpret any ſuch 
paſſages to a different ſenſe than that in which 
they have been accuſtomed to underſtand them, 
as a wreſting and perverting of them. But 
nevertheleſs, ſome general obſervations upon 
St. Paul's epiſtles, and ſome of the doctrines 
which are founded upon a miſunderſtanding of 
them, may be ſerviceable to our deſign. 


IT ſhouja be remembered, in the nk of 
theſe epiſtles, that they were written to parti- 


cular churches, and perſons, and on particular 


_ occaſions ; and had an immediate reference in 
many places to ſome contentions and diſputes 
which had ariſen in the primitive churches, 
and ſome of which were peculiar to the firſt 
ages of Chriſtianity, Without a proper atten- 
tion therefore to the particular view and deſign 
of the apoſtle in writing each epiſtle, it will be 
impoſſible to form any clear notion of his 


meaning. Theſe circumſtances, together with 


that obſcurity which naturally attends epiſtolary 
writings of a remote age, muſt, in the very 
nature of the thing, make St. Paul's epiſtles 
more difficult to be underſtood than many 
other parts of the ſacred writings. 


IT appears that there were in the apoſtles 
time many of the Jews who had embraced 
Chriſtianity, 
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Chriſtianity, but who nevertheleſs were very 
much attached to the ceremonial law of Moſes, 
and who laboured to prove that it was neceſſary 
for the Gentiles, and all the profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity, to conform to the Moſaic rites b. 
St. Paul, in his epiſtles, .oppoſes the notions 
of theſe judaizing Chriſtians ; he teaches them, 
that all who believed in Chriſt, and embraced 
his religion, would receive the free remiſſion 
of their paſt ſins, without any conformity to 
theſe ceremonial rites. But from theſe decla- 
rations of the apoſtle, that they were admitted 
into the Chriſtian church, and had received 
the remiſſion of their ſins, by virtue of their 
faith in Chriſt, and without any reſpect either 
to their obſervance, or non-gbſervance, of the 
law of Moſes, the. ceremonial part of which 
Vas entirely aboliſhed by the Chriſtian diſpen- 
fation ; it hath been inferred, that it was cri- 
minal for men to ſuppoſe that their ou actions 
would contribute to, or be the occaſion of, 
their final juſtification ; or that a confarmity 
to the laws of religion and virtue, the practice 
even of real works of righteouſneſs, would be 
a means of their obtaining eternal happineſs ; 
though it is the clear and expreſs language of 
St. Paul himſelf, as well as of the other ſacred 
- Cu 2 
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writers, that eternal life would be the reward 
of thoſe, and of thoſe only, who by patient 
continuance in well-doing ſought for glory, on 
Bonour, and * ü 


All the different texts in St. Paul's idle 
which ſpeak of faith as the cauſe of man's 
falvation, may be very rationally and conſiſt- 
ently explained, and -agreeably to the general 
tenor of the ſcriptures, without having recourſe 
to thoſe unreaſonable interpretations which are 
frequently put upon them. And it may be 
proper to obſerve, that there was, in the very 
nature of the thing, a particular reaſon why 
faith ſhould have been inculcated with peculiar 
force in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity. It was 
certainly eſſentially neceſſary, that at that time 
faith fhould be eſtabliſhed as a firſt principle. 
Thoſe to whom the goſpel was firſt preached, 
muſt have been previouſly convinced of the 
divine miſſion and authority of Chriſt, before 
they could be expected to obey his Jaws: But 
in later ages, and to thoſe who already. ac- 
knowledge the miſſion and authority of Chriſt, 
the practice of the duties of Chriſtianity ſeems 


the principal thing to be inculcated. Though 


it muſt be acknowledged, that exhortations ta 
faith may notwithſtanding be very pertinent 
and adyantageous to profeſſed Chriſtians ; for 

it 
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it can ſcarcely be imagined that ſo many 

profeſſors of Chriſtianity would be inattentive 
to the practice of its duties, if they were really 
and heartily convinced of the truth and im- 


portance of religion. 


Bur there is another reaſon aſſigned in the 
new. teſtament on which account men were 
required to believe, viz. that they might re- 
ceive remiſſion of fins. Men in their preſent 
ſtate are ſurrounded. with innumerable. tempta- 
tions, which render it morally impoſſible that 
they ſhould be entirely free from ſin; and the 
greateſt part of mankind do, and in all ages of 
the world did, fin very frequently. All have 

ſinned (ſays St, Paul) and come ſbort of the. glory 
of God ©. As all men, therefore, muſt have 
been conſcious of having offended their maker, 
in a greater or a leſs degree, and been therefore 
ſenſible that they ſtood in need of mercy and 
forgiveneſs ; but could. not have any certain 
aſſurance of their being in a ſtate of fayour and 
acceptance with him ; the Almighty thought 
proper to ſend. his Son into the world, to die 
upon the croſs, that all thoſe who would believe 
in him might receive remiſſion of ſins, and 


conſider his death as a N of it. The death 
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of - Chriſt may therefore be conſidered as a 
memorial, and an evidence, to all mankind, 
of the placability of God. We were reconciled 
10 God by the death of his ſon d. It was by 
faith in the blood of Chriſt, that God thought 
proper, for infinitely wiſe reaſons, to diſpenſe 
his mercy to mankind. But it is not therefore 


to be ſuppoſed, that: the death of Chriſt was a 


motive to induce God to the exerciſe of mercy. 
The all-gracious Parent of mankind, eſſentially 
good and merciful] in his own nature, needs 
no inducements to be merciful to his own crea- 


| tures. On the contrary, it is the language of 


ſcripture, that God ſo loved the world, that HE 
gave his only begotten ſon, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him 1 no; periſh e. 


Bur it is very certain that it could not have 
been the doctrine of St. Paul, that faith in 
Chriſt would of itſelf entitle men to eternal 
falvation without the practice of holineſs ; be- 
cauſe it is the plain and expreſs language of 
St. Paul, and indeed of all the ſeriptures, that 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. And 


it appears likewiſe equally clear, from St. 


Paul's own epiſtles, that faith in Chriſt would 
not neceſſarily produce that holineſs, which 
| was 
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was indiſpengbly neceſſary to the completion 
of their ſalvation; and that the Juſtification | 
which he ſpeaks of their receiving, by virtue 


of their faith in Chriſt, was not a final juſtifi- 


cation; nor did it, in itſelf, give them a right 
to eternal life; which will appear very plainly 
if we conſider, that thoſe very perſons whom 
he addreſſes as called, enlightened, Juſtified, re- 
conciled to God, and ſaved by faith in Chriſt, 
he frequently exhorts to a conformity to the 
commandments of Chriſt, and the laws of 
righteouſneſs, aſſuring them that without that 
they would have no inheritance in the kingdom 
of God. Be ye therefore (ſays the apoſtle) 
followers of God as dear children :—for this ye 
know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean perſon, 
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, and of God: 
let no man deceive you with vain words; for be- 
cauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of diſobedience *. Be not de- 


ceived: God is not mocked ; for whatſoever a 


man ſoweth, that ſhall be alſo reap. For be 


= that ſoweth to the fleſh, fhall of the Held W 


corruption; but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, 

ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting *. F rom 

all which it 1s very evident, that when the 
_—_ 
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apoſtle ſpeaks of their being ſaved by faith in 
Chrift, his meaning is not, that it intitled them 
to eternal happineſs; but that they were by 
that ſaved from the guilt of their paſt ſins, and 
received into the favour of God, notwithſtand- 
ing their former alienation from him. That 


on their faith in Chriſt, they received from the 


free grace or mercy of God the remiſſion of 
their paſt ſms, without their previouſly doing 
any thing to obtain ſuch remiſſion ; and that if 
they afterwards continued in a fincere endeavour 
to conform themſelves to the laws of Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding thoſe imperfections which are al- 
ways attendant on human obedience, they would 
finally be approved by him, and made parta- 
kers of that happineſs which he hath promiſed: 


to all his true diſciples. That St, Paul did not 


conſider a real faith in Chriſt as neceſſarily in 
ſelf giving a right to eternal life is very evi- 


dent from his epiſtles; and it is obſervable, 


that ſpeaking even of himſelf, (and of the 
reality and ſincerity of his own faith he cer- 
tainly could have no doubt) he ſays, 7 keep 


under my body, and bring it into ſubjettion, 


_ leſt that by any means, when 1 have preached 
to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſtaway ® ,, in 
h which 


. a ; 3 


» Corinthians ix. 27. 


\ 
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which the apoſtle manifeſtly ſpeaks of his own 
ſalvation as conditional, and as depending on 


the diſcharge of his duty, and his adherence 
to the laws of virtue. This ſingle paſſage 


% (ſays a very noble and i ingenious writer) 1s a 
Y. * 8 


« full anſwer out of the mouth of St. Paul 
ce himſelf, to all the miſtakes that have been 
« made of his meaning in ſome obſcure ex- 
« preſſions concerning grace, election, and 
« juſtification.” * It may alſo be obſerved, 
that Chriſt himſelf. repreſents perſons who had 
ſuch a degree of faith'in him, as to enable 
them to prophecy and work miracles in his 
name, who nevertheleſs would be in the num- 
ber of thoſe who would finally be rejected by 
him. Not every one that ſaith unto me Lord, 


Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 


but he that doeth the will of my father which is 


in heaven. Many will ſay to me in that gay, 


Lord, Lord, have we not prophęſied in thy name? 
and in thy name caſt out devils? and in thy 


name done many wonderful works ? and then 


will I profeſs unto them, I never knew ye : 
depart from me ye that work iniquity i. We 
have alſo a text in we OM to the Hebrews, 

| which 


— 


Obſervations on the Converſion and Apoſtleſhip of 


St, Paul, p. 26, 
Matthew vii. 21—23. 


=_ As e 18 

which clearly ſuppoſes and expreſſes the poſſi. 
bility of men's being finally condemned, not- 
withſtanding their having a real faith, being 
enlightened by the goſpel, and even made 
partakers of the holy ſpirit. Jt is impoſſible 
for thoſe who were once enlightened, and have 
taſted of the heavenly gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted of the 
good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come; if they ſhall fall away, to renew them 
again to repentance *, And St. Paul, in the 


epiſtle to the Coloſſians, ſays ; You that were 


ſometime alienated, and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the 
body of his fleſh through death, to preſerve you 
holy and unblameable, and unreproveable in his 


fight : if ye continue in the faith grounded and 


ſettled, and be not moved away from the hope of 
the goſpel l. Plainly teaching them, that their 
reconciliation to God by faith in Chriſt, would 


not iſſue in their final ſalvation, without they 


continued ſtedfaſt in their obedience to the laws 
of Chriſt ; and that notwithftanding their pre- 
ſent reconciliation -to God by faith in Chriſt, 


their final ſalvation was conditional, It is not 
however to be ſuppoſed that the profeſſors of 


Chriſtianity 


iti. ili. 8 8 
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Chriſtianity were to be entirely free from ſin, 


in order to inſure their final ſalvation: man is 
ſurrounded with ſuch innumerable temptations, 


that ſome degree of moral imperfection is 
always attendant on humagity. And whilſt we 


ſincerely endeavour to do the will of God, 
our involuntary and unallowed imperfections 
will be forgiven by our mercifu] Creator. If 
any man fin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous w. But we 
muſt endeavour, ſincerely and uniformly, to 


| Obey the will of God; that muſt be the pre- 


vailing turn and biaſs' of our minds; and 


- without ſuch a ſincere conformity to the laws 
of our creator, we have not the leaſt reaſon to 


expect his final approbation, nor to be made 


partakers of that felicity which he hath pro- 


miſed to beſtow upon the righteous. 


Tur phraſe, being ſaved by faith, may be 


very rationally explained, even when it refers 


to man's final ſalvation ; though the phraſe is 
certainly frequently uſed in a different ſenſe. 


For thoſe who by a firm belief in the doctrines 


which Chriſt taught, of a future ſtate of re- 
tribution, &c. are induced to . from, and 
| avoid, 


m 1 John ii. 1. 
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avoid, the practice of vice, and to conform to, 
and regulate their lives by the laws of piety 
and virtue, may, with the ſtricteſt propriety of 
ſpeech, be ſaid to be /aved by faith. Becauſe 
though they are not ſaved on account of their 
faith; yet as their faith is the motive that 
induces them to regulate their lives by the 
rules of religion, they may very n be 


ſaid to be ſaved by that, 


Ir muſt be . that thoſe who 


adhere to the Calviniſtical doctrines of juſtifi- 
cation, election, &c. do nevertheleſs admit the 


neceſſity of holineſs, as ſuppoſing that faith 
will neceſſarily produce it. But it appears even 
from the new teſtament, that men may really 
have faith who do not act in conformity to it; 
and perhaps obſervation on many characters in 
real life would be a ſufficient evidence of the 


Poſſibility of it. And though theſe notions may 


be, and certainly frequently are, entertained 


by perſons who are ſincerely virtuous ; yet to 


teach men that they are incapable by their own 
natural powers, of ſo far conforming to the 
laws of righteouſneſs as to attain the favour of 
God, muſt naturally ſlacken their endeavours 
after it. And to teach them that their own 
actions can in no degree recommend them to 


the divine fayour, and. og they are not to 


* 


expect 


Gnu DocraikEs, Sc. 49 
expect any reward hereafter on account of any 
thing which they themſelves can do, is cer- 
tainly depriving men of the ſtrongeſt motives 
to a life of piety and virtue; and appears to 
be in a very great degree ſabverting the . | 
deſign of the CRIT revelation, * 


Bur u all the abſurd doctrines which 
have been pretended to be founded on St. 
Paul's epiſtles, there does not appear to have 
been any fo totally repugnant to every idea of 
the moral character of God, and againſt which 
every ſentiment of humanity fo ſtrongly rebels, 
as that of Predeſtination. St. Paul hath ſhewn, 
that God hath elected or choſen ſome particular 
nations and collective bodi:s of men, to enjoy 
fome eminent religious advantages; as the Jews 
the Moſaic diſpenſation, and the Gentiles the 
Chriſtian ; which they were favoured with not 
on account of their reſpective merits, but en- 
tirely becauſe it was the will and pleaſure of 
the Divine Being that it ſhoald be fo * : and 
which peculiar advantages he certainly might 
confer, conſiſtently with the moſt perfect ju- 
ſtice, on whatſoever nations or bodies of people 
his infinite wiſdom ſhould ſee fir. But from a 
total 


» 
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44 A Review of the 
total miſunderſtanding of the nature of the 
election which the apoſtle was ſpeaking of, he 
has been thought to mean that God had arbi- 
trarily elected a certain number of individuals 
to future happineſs, to whom the means of 
ſalvation was given; whilſt the reſt were re- 
probated, and conſigned over to eternal miſery. 
And all that is alledged in vindication of the 
moral character of the Deity, which ſo much 
ſuffers in this ſhocking repreſentation of the 
divine conduct, is, that mankind incurred this 
ſentence in conſequence of Adam's tranſgreſ- 
ſion; by which he and all his poſterity became 
objects of the divine wrath, and were ſubjected 
to everlaſting miſery : though the ſcriptures no 
where repreſent any thing but death being 
entailed on mankind in conſequence of the 
fall. Thus the whole human race are ſaid to 
have been juſtly ſubject to eternal miſery, for 
an action committed many ages before the 
greater part of them exiſted; though it is the 
univerſal doctrine of the ſcriptures, that men 
are puniſhed only for their own works. It is 
ſaid to have been the doctrine of ſome of the 
predeſtinarian writers, that God of his own 
< pleaſure, antecedent to all fin in the creature, 
* original or actual, did agree to glorify his 
-* ſovereignty and juſtice in the eternal rejec- 


tion and damnation of the greateſt part of 
* mankind, 


Gznvins DocTrines, Sc. 48: 


be mankind, as the end; and in their un- 
* ayoidable fin and impenitency, as the 
cc means.“ | 


RE As ox, revelation, and univerſal nature 
proclaim this truth, That God is good to all, 
and that his tender mercies are over all his 
works: but in what poſſible manner can we 
reconcile this with theſe doctrines? with the 
ſuppoſition, that he has devoted, by an irre- 
verſible decree, millions of his creatures to 
endleſs miſery, without even having given 
them a poſſibility of avoiding it? It is in- 
_ deed amazing, that ſuch a doctrine, fo totally 
repugnant to every idea, not only of goodneſs 
and mercy, but even of equity and juſtice, ſhould 
ever have been conſidered as a part of that 
divine religion, which the Father of mercies, 
the God of love, hath inſtituted as his laſt 
and moſt merciful diſpenſation to the ſons of 
men. 

InDEED notwithſtanding the abſurd and 
erroneous interpretations which have been given 
of ſome parts of St. Paul's writings, they are 
in themſelves perfectly rational and conſiſtent ; 
and entirely agreeable to the doctrine of Chriſt 
and the other apoſtles. It is only when ſome 
Particular detached paſſages of his epiſtles, are 

interpreted 
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interpreted without a proper regard to the 
peculiar circumſtances which attended his wri- 
ting them, and to the whole ſcope of his 
reaſoning, that he appears to differ from them. 
This apoſtle, - in all his epiſtles, inculcates the 
uniform practice of virtue with great force and 
energy. And the account which he gives of 
the future Judgment, perfectly agrees with 
that given in the goſpels. The judgment of 
God is according to truth: — who. will render to 
every man according to his deeds : to them who 
by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal life: 
but unto them that are contentious, - and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, indig- 
nation and wrath; tribulation and anguiſb upon 
every ſoul of man that doezh tvil ; — but glory, 
honour, and peace, to every man that worketh 
good: for there is na reſpect of perſons with 
Cod o. 


Tux epiſtles of tht other apoſtles are atten- 
ded with leſs difficulty. That of St. James is 
almoſt entirely compoſed of inſtructions for the 
regulation of the Chriſtian converſation of thoſe 
to whom he wrote. This apoſtle inculcates very 

| forcibly 
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® Romans ii. 211. 
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forcibly the neceſſity of practical religion; and 
cautions them againſt imagining that faith 
alone was ſufficient for their final falvation. 
Be ye (ſays he) doers of the word, and noi 
hearers only, deceiving your own ſelves =»; = 
doth it profit, my brethren, though a man ſc 
he hath faith, and hath not works, can faith 
[ave bim? — By works @ man is juſtified, and 
nat by. faith only v. And the ſame apoſtle re- 
prefents the practice of benevolence, and per- 
fonal holineſs, as the ſum of religion. Pure 
religion and undefiled befare God and the Father, 
is this, ta viſit the fatherleſs and widows in 
their affliftion, and 10. keep * e 
W the warld a. 


Tux two general epiſtles of St. Peter are 
likewiſe compoſed of perſuaſives to perſonal 
virtue, urged chiefly from the conſideration of 
the future judgment; together with ſome 
exhortations to ſteadfaſtneſs under thoſe trials 
to which the firſt Chriſtians were more pecu- 
larly expoſed. And, agreeable to the repre- 
ſentations which have been before given of the 
deſign of the goſpel, this apoſtle declares the 
m of it to be, 10 call them to glory and 
virtue: 


— 
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8 ; virtue: and that by the goſpel-diſpenſation are 
NA - given to us exceeding great and precious promiſes; 
Wl! | that by theſe we might be made partakers of the 
3 divine nature, having eſcaped the corruption that 
g #s in the world through luſt. And in order to 
| point out to them in what the excellency of 
| the knowledge of Chriſt conſiſted, after having 
it exhorted them to. faith, virtue, temperance, : 
| | patience, godlineſs,  brotherly kindneſs, and . 
; | charity; he adds, for if theſe things be in you, 1 


and abound, they make yon neither barren, nor | 
wnfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord eus 
i Chriſt”. And the following verſe is remark- 1 
Wl | able, and ſeems to corroborate the interpretation 
I that hath been before given, with reſpect to 
ſome paſlages in St. Paul's epiſtles, viz. that 
1 | the juſtification by faith which that apoſtle 
1 ſpeaks of, was not an abſolute and final juſti- 
143 fication, but only a. remiſſion of the ſins of 
1 their paſt lives, previous to their converſion to 
1 Chriſtianity, He (ſays the apoſtle) that lacketh 
Wil theſe things is blind, and cannot ſee far off, and 
18 bath forgotten that be was purged from his 01D 
fins. And the following expreſſions of the 
apoſtle clearly intimate, that their faith in 
4 _ Chriſt would not of idelf inſure their final 
4 | lalvation ; 3 
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ſalvation; and that it muſt be their own 
perſonal adherence to piety and virtue, that 
muſt. finally complete it. Give diligence io 
make your calling and election ſure: for if ye 
| do' theſe things ye ſhall never fall: for jo an 
entrance ſhall be miniſtred «unto you abundantly. 
into the everlaſting ee 1 our Lord OR 
Chriſt t. . 
Tur Fr of 1 is inſiſted on 
as the eſſence of religion with great force by 
the apoſtle John. Little children, let no man 
deceive you : he that doeth righteouſneſs is righ- 
teous, even as be (God) is righteous. — If we 
ſay that we have fellowſhip with him, and walk 
in darkneſs, we lie, and do not the truth: but 
if we walk in the. light, as be is in the light, 
we have fellowſhip one with another, and the 
blood of Feſus Chriſt his ſon cleanſeth us from 
all fin : — Herein do we know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments. He that 
faith, I know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him; But wheſo keepeth his word; in him verily 
is the love of God. perfetitd.;) hereby know we 
that we are in bim. — If ye know that he is 
IN And Aus nguiam 
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righteous, ye know that every one that doeth 
righteouſneſs, is born of him. Tn this the chil- 


dren of God are manifeſt, and the children of 


the devil: whoſoever doeth not righteouſneſs, is 
not of God: meither he that loveth not bis 
brother. St. John never intimates, that the 
beſt actions of men were in the fight of God 
of no account, and as filthy rags ; we OG on the 
contrary, aſſerts that their keeping his com- 


mandments is a motive to the Deity to confer 


bleſſings on them; and that conſcious integrity 
is a reaſonable cauſe to excite confidence in us 
towards God. Beloved, if our hearts condemn 
#s not, then have we confidence towards God. 
And whatſoever we aſk, we receive of him, 
becauſe we keep bis commandments, and do thoſe 
things that are pleaſing in bis fight, The 
practice of benevolence, and ſocial affection, 
are repeatedly and very ſtrongly inculcated by 


him, as eſſential to the Chriſtian character; 


and as the only proper criterion of our love to 


God, Beloved, let us love one another ; for 


love is of God ; and every one that loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God, for God is love. M boſo 


bath this world's good, and ſeeth bis brother 
have need, and ſbuttetb up his bowels of com- 


paſſion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 


in bim? My 8 children, let us not love in 
word, 


2 
9877 
1 
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Genvive Doc rRINESs, Ge. 5t 
word, neither in tongue, but in deed, and in 
truth *, 


In the book of Revelations, we find the 
neceſſity of keeping the commandments of 
God, in order to attain eternal life, clearly 
pointed out. Behold, I come quickly, and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work ſhall be.—Bleſſed are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city u. Here is the patience of the 
faints : here are they that keep the commandments 
of God, and the faith of Feſus.—Bleſſed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth ; 
yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their labours; and their works do follow them" 
And the following is the repreſentation which 
is given in this book of the future judgment. 
4 ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before 
God; and the books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life : and 
the dead were judged out of thoſe things which 
were written in the books, according to their 
works. And the ſea gave up the dead which 

| D323. were 


2 


3 Joka ii, iü, iv. * Revelations xxil. 12—14, 
* 2 xiv. 12, 13. | | 
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were in it; and death and bell delivered up the 
dead which were in them : and they were judged- 
my man acc . to their WN | 


. it appears to be the * of the new 
teſtament, through every part of it, to excite 
men to the ſteady practice of piety and virtue. 
It appears, that he grace of God, which hath 
appeared unto all men in the goſpel diſpenſation, 
was intended to teach them, that denying ungod- 
 lineſs, and worldly Iuſts, they ſhould live foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly in the preſent world Y. In 
which it perfectly coincides with thoſe innume- 
Table exhortations to the practice of righteouſ- 
neſs, which occur in the old teſtament. And 
the doctrine of a future ſtate of retribution is 
ſtrongly preſſed and inculcated as the principal 
motive to this. There are other motives oeca- 
ſionally ſpoken of, but this appears to be the 
great leading principle of the Chriſtian revela- 
tion. The notions entertained by the Heathens 
of a future ſtate appear to have been attended 
with much doubt and uncertainty; ſome of 
them appear to have conſidered it only as a 
poetic fiction; and ſome of their beſt writers 
in ſpeaking of it, do it in a manner that ſhe-ws 

they 
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they rather wed for it, than really expected 
or believed it: and even the Jews themſelves 
appear to have been much in the dark about it. 
And it is only by the goſpel, that Ife and 
inmortality hath been clearly brought to light *; 
and the doctrine of a future ſtate of retribution 
plainly revealed. And it certainly is a motive, 
that of all others may rationally be ſuppoſed 
to act the moſt forcibly upon mankind, For 
ſurrounded as man is in his preſent ſtate, with 
innumerable temptations, tending to draw him 
from an adherence to his duty, perhaps there 
is no other that can through the general tenor 
of life be ſuppoſed to actuate him with ſufficient 
force. When a man is abſtracted from the 
temptations of the world, and in his cloſet, 
the motives to virtue which may be drawn 
from the nature and fitneſs of things, and 
the beauty of virtue, may operate with con- 
ſiderable ſtrength upon the mind; but even 
upon the beſt minds it ſhould ſeem, that in an 
hour of ſevere temptation, the firm belief of 
a future ſtate muſt have a much greater effect 
And theſe more refined motives to virtue 
would perhaps be found to operate but faintly 


at ay time upon the bulk of mankind; for 
= 3 Wem 
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whom it was undoubtedly neceſſary that a 
divine revelation ſhould be calculated. And 
it is acknowledged even by lord Shaftesbury, 
that this may be ſaid as to the ſupport 
„ which this belief of a future reward and 
* puniſhment may prove to virtue; that as 
it is capable of raiſing men to virtue, who 
«©. were at firſt in a. manner ſtrangers. to it; ſo 
© where men are already in a virtuous courſe, 
* it may prove that which alone can ſave them 
from falling off from the virtue they poſſeſs, 
into a licentious and vicious practice .“ 


 NziTHeR does the notion of men's being 

excited to virtue, from the conſideration of a 
future ſtate of retribution, neceſſarily ſuppoſe 
them actuated merely by hope or fear, and the 
leſs ingenuous affections of the human mind. 
For, as the ſame noble writer obſerves, if 
„ by the thoughts of future reward, or what 
regards another ſtate, be underſtood the 
% love and defire of virtuous enjoyment, or 
of the very practice and exerciſe of virtue 
in another life; the expectation or hope of 
'« this, muſt not only be a great encourage- 
% ment to virtue; but it appears plainly, 
A | <« that 
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Inquiry concerning Virtue, B. i. Sect. 3. 
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te that the very following of virtue in hope to 
6 attain .that ſupreme happineſs which conſiſts. 


e in the perfection of it, is of itſelf a degree 
« of virtue, and a * of the ſincere love 


« we have for it b.“ 
12 che idaas of 1 nature which are ſug- 
by the Calviniſtical opinions, appears 


diſnonourable both to man, and to his great 


Creator; and as the doctrine of man's free 
agency appears to be a matter of very conſider- 
able importance, and without admitting which 
it ſeems impoſſible to form any conſiſtent ideas 
of religion, we ſhall make a fo Wien 
N thoſe nn | 


Tarxs ans . many, Jene Gains to has 
thought, that they could in no way better 
evidence their own piety, than in degrading 
and vilifying human nature. It is not eaſy to 
conceive, that it could ever have been the 
dictate of reaſon, that there was any piety in 
any rhing of this kind; or that it was honour- 
ing God to ſpeak diſhonourably of his crea- 
tures. For reaſon would rather have dictated, 
chat it u was a5 doing more honour to the Almighty 

e 5 Author 
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Au thor of nature, to form more favourablo 
ide of that, which, in its preſent Rate, what- 
ever its imperfections may be, is indiſpurably 
the nohleſt part of the vilibe creation. B 


Ir is very evident, chat a bulk of man- 
kind are not virtubus; but it does by no 
means from thence follow, that they ate de: 
praved and impotent creatures, naturally prone 
to wickedneſs, and incapable of what is good 
and virtuous. Even amongſt the moſt diſſolute 
part of the human race, amongſt thoſe who 
indulge themſelves in the practice of; vice with 
the leaſt ſcruple, tliere are diſcoverable hy a 
candid obſerver many evidences of latent vir- 
tue; and actions really virtuous are frequently 
performed by thoſe whoſe general character 
will. not bear a ſtrict ſcrutiny. And indeed 
the actual exiſtence of vice amongſt mankind, 
is no proof of their being under any inyincible 
propenſity to it; for if we ſuppoſe men free 
creatures, capable either, of acting well ar ill; 
and as being in a ſtate of probatiog,.in, which 
they have many temptations to aft contrary to 
the dictates of reaſon and conſcience; it will 
account for the exiſtence, of; moral evil in the 
world, without the neceſſity of ſuppoſing that 
they are by any inherent corruption of their 
nature biaſſed towards wickednels, 

THERE 
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Turkk are many particulars obſervable in 
human nature, ' which are very unfavourable 
to the notion of man's being 'naturally a 
wicked creature. It may be obſerved, that 
innocence is generally conſidered as one of the 
| charateriſtics of childhood and youth; and 
that openneſs of heart, candour, benevolence, 
and the ſocial affections appear to operate more, 
and the' contrary: diſpoſitions leſs, 1 early life 
than at a later period; which ſeems to militate 
ſtrongly againſt the notion of man's being 
natürally prone to wickedneſs. And perhaps, 
whenever diſpoſitions of a different kind appear 
to prevail in childhood and youth; the whole 
of it may be attributed to ill example, or the 
want of a virtuous education. Children, natu- 
rally imitative, are fond of doing thoſe things 
which they ſee done by others; their actions 
are therefore very much regulated by the « con- 
duct and behaviour of thoſe about them. And 
we may rationally account for ſuch e 
and frowardneſs of behaviour, as Way be 
ſometimes diſcoverable in children, without 
Having recourſe to the ſuppoſition | of their 
being naturally biaſſed towards vice, For as 
they have in them the ſeeds of thoſe appetites 
and paſſions, which, however innocent in 
themſelves, are vicious when not reſtrained 
within their proper bounds it is eaſy to con- 
| * 
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ceive, that if they have ill examples ſet before 
them, and are ſuffered, while their Judgment 
is weak and .unformed, to Jet theſe natural 
appetites and paſſions take a wrong direction, 


thaſe very children may be froward and vi- 


cious, >: 1 buen "aa mia have 


n 


49 


28 it, ww altes been han "that: = = | 
firſt advances to vice ate made with reluQance ; 


and that it, is never practiſed without com- 


punction, till men have hardened themſelves by 
long habit to the practice of it: which ſeems 
be an evidence. * eee is ſo far 
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5 * + It is 50 apparent, that the important rs 5 of 


education, particularly with reſpect to piety and mor 
is in general 'very much . Inſtead of au 


lung deeply into the minds of you outh, their dependance 


on, and obligations to the Deity, and thoroughly 
grounding them in ſentiments and principles of virtue, 
kit the moſt important points of a right-educa- 


tion, their parents and preceptors are generally content 


1 giving them 2 very flight and ſuperficial view of 


theſe moſt important ſubjects ; whilſt a much greater 
attention and regard is paid merely to 1 their 
exterior behaviour. As the happineſs, and ſtability of 
any nation depends ſo much on the virtue of its indi- 
viduals; and as that 15 much deponds on the method 
of education that prevails ; this is a point that deſerves 
the attention of all the friends to religion, virtue, and 


their OY 


Genuine DocTRINEs, c. 39 
from being natural to man, that the practice 


of it is a rebellion againſt the firſt dictates of 


his nature. It is likewiſe certain, that it is 
natural to men to applaud and admire virtue 
in others, as well as to approve it in them 
ſelves. Sentiments of compaſſion, of benevo- 
lence, and ſocial affection, are certainly natural 
to the human mind. And it may be affirmed 
farther, that ſentiments of piety, the love and 
reverence of the Deity, are natural to human 
nature, when amiable and juſt ideas of him 
have been inſtilled and are imbibed. Inſtances 
of diſintereſted generoſity and goodneſs excite 
gratitude and affection to the benefactor, by 
whom ſuch ſervices are beſtowed, and ſuch 
goodneſs diſplayed. Theſe are the natural feel- 
ings and ſentiments of humanity. And ſuch 
ſentiments naturally ariſe with reſpect to the 
An en a is exhibited to * Ger in * 


Tun doctrine 3 man's tafing his OT 
| ability to practice virtue, and aptitude to reli- 
gion, by the fall, appears to have no real 
foundation in the ſcriptures. They only repre- 
ſent man as ſubject to temporal death by the 

fall, and not as thereby becoming incapable of 
religion, and prone only to the practice of vice 
and impiety. And Chriſt himſeif does not 
1 e ſeem 


* 
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ſeem by any means to have countenanced theſe 
unfavourable ideas of human nature. For we 
are told, that when his diſciples enquired of 
him who was the greateſt in the kingdom of 
heaven, he called a little child to him, and 
ſet him in the midſt of them, and ſaid unto 
them, Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, e {ball not enter into the kingdom 1 
' of heaven *! And when his diſciples rebuke 
'thoſe: who brought young children to him, he 
was much -diſpleaſed ; and ſaid, Suffer little 
children to come unto- me, and forbid them” not; 
For of ſuch is the kingdom of - heaven. Now 
can it be ſuppoſed, that Chriſt would have 
told his diſciples, that in order to enter the 
kingdom of heaven they muſt become as little 
children, and that ef | ſuch that kingdom con- 
ſiſted, if he had known them to be e 
„elbe, and neceſſarily prone to wickedneſs ? 

Muſt we not rather infer from theſe texts, that 
Chriſt confidered young children as innocent, 
harmleſs, and teachable ; and therefore proper 
emblems of that mild, peaceable, innocent, 
and humble diſpoſition, which Wenden oy 
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Genuine Docrxixzs, &c. Or 
| Tarre is no ſort of reaſon for imagining? 
that [thoſe - appetites and paſſions: which are 
found in human nature, and which, when not 
properly reſtrained and regulated, are the cauſe 
of ſin, are any conſequence of the corruption 
of human nature. They do on the eontrary 
appear, when under proper reſtraints, to be 
very uſeful to mankind. And indeed, exclu- 
ſive of this, ſomething of this kind appears 
to be neceſſary to any creature while in a ſtate 
of probation: for without ſomething within 
themſelves, which might in ſome degree prompt 
or excite them to a compliance with external 
temptations, _ could not be conlidered as 

in a ſtate of trial. 
en rvourers of the Calviniſtical 1 6pinibas 

per to have thought, that the repreſenting 
man as a weak, and naturally wicked creature, 
tended to promote humility, and to advance 
and raiſe our ideas of the grace and goodneſs 
of God in the goſpel · diſpenſation. Every at- 
tempt therefore to give more favourable repre- 
ſentations of man's natural diſpoſitions and 
ability, they conſider as having a tendency to 
derogate from the grace of God, and diminiſh 
the glory of the goſpel. And perhaps could 
they be convinced, that the contrary opinions 
had not this tendency, they might be induced 
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to examine them with more candour, and 
enquire with leſs prejudice and prepoſſeſſion, 
how far their own ee e eee 
on che — 


— Gone to hats: Fark i that to 
aſſert that man poſſeſſes, by the conſtitution of 
his/ nature, at leaſt in his preſent ſtate, an 
aptitude and ability to act virtuouſly, is rai- 
ſing him at the expence of his Maker, and 
making him independent on his Creator. But 
this is abſolutely miſtaking the point. The 

warmeſt advocates for human nature, cannot 

be ſuppoſed to form any ideas of man's poſſeſ- 
ſing any abilities or powers independent of his 
Maker, which he did not originally derive 
from him; and for the continuance of which, 
as well as for his exiſtence itſelf, he does not 
abſolutely depend upon his pleaſure. The 
queſtion therefore is not, whether man can act 
virtuouſly independent of God; (for in a cer- 
tain ſenſe we can do nothing without him; 
i. e. without his permiſſion, and without his 
having originally given us ſuitable faculties and 
powers); but whether he has not framed and 
fitted all men by the conſtitution of their 
nature, in its preſent ſtate, for a conformity to 
the laws. of piety and virtue. This is certainly 
the _ in which this point ought to be con- 

ſidered ; 


Gzxumz DocTrines, Cc. 63 
ſidered ; and therefore, as God is as much the 
author and ſource of all our natural faculties 
and powers, as he muſt be ſuppoſed to be of 
any fupernatural grace, the honour of God 
can be in no reſpect leſſened by ſuppoſing that 
man is naturally capable of practiſing religion 
and virtue. On the contrary, if this be not 
admitted, it will be found impoſſible to main · 
tain the honour of the Divine Nen with wy 


eee ee ff 


In DEED the Calviniſtical notions ; of Hwa 
nature appear contrary to the common ſenſe 
and experience of mankind, and to every ra- 
tional idea of religion, as well as to the general 
ſtrain and tenor of the ſacred writings. For 

amongſt all mankind we find, that the per- 
formance of a good action is applauded, and 

the perpetration of a wicked one condemned 
and cenſured ; which is a demonſtration that 
men commonly conſider one another as free 
agents. And that inward remorſe and diſap- 
probation, which men feel after the commiſſion 
of any wickedneſs, unleſs their conſciences 
have been ſeared by a long courſe of iniquity, 
is another evidence of their poſſeſſing a freedom 
of action; for this can only ariſe from an 
internal conſciouſneſs that they were capable of 
acting better. Were men impelled by any 
9 invincible 


invincible: propenſity in their natures to tlie 
practice of wickedneſs, it would be as abſurd 
to cenſure a man for the commiſſion of a crime, 
as to reproach an ideot for his want of under- 
ſtanding; and to cenſure men for want of 
piety, if it conſiſted in any diſpoſitions of mind 
out of their power to attain, would be as 
unreaſonable as to reproach a deaf man for 
not hearing, or a blind man for not ſeeing. 
And theſe notions of human nature are ſo far- 
from increaſing our ideas of man's guilt, that 
they do in fact entirely acquit him of any. 
For if man has it not in his power to be pious 
and virtuous, and yet ſuffers for not being ſo, 
he is an unhappy creature, but cannot poſſibly 
be a guilty one. But the juſtice of the Divine 
Being will not admit us to form ſuch a ſuppo- 
ſition. If man is to be puniſhed for not 
practiſing the duties of religion, we muſt ſup- 
poſe that he has it in his power to perform 
them; or his puniſhment would be both cruel 
and unjuſt. The very idea of a ſtate of retri- 
bution neceſſarily implies in it the free agency 
of man. Is it poſſible for us to ſuppoſe, that 
the juſt and righteous judge of the univerſe, 
who mult. infallibly do right, will puniſh men 
for not being what they are by their very 
nature incapable of being ? Is this agreeable 
to any conhtent ideas of the divine Juſtice 1 
| | An 
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And if it is not, can any creeds, can ahy 
human ſyſtems, be of ſufficient authority to 
force our aſſent to ſuch a doctrine? 


Tux whole ſtrain and tenor of the ſacred 
writings appears clearly to imply the ability of 
man to practice piety and virtue, and avoid 
their contrarjes. How otherwiſe can we un- 
derſtand thoſe numberleſs exhortations to virtue 
and piety, and dehortations from vice, with 
which the old and the new teſtament are filled? 
Do not all the threatenings of puniſhment for 
diſobedience, and promiſes of reward for obe- 
dience, in the law, in the prophets, and in 
the goſpel, neceſſarily ſuppoſe a capability in 
the objects of them, of avoiding the one, and 
gaining the other? For with what propriety 
can it be imagined, that Moſes and the pro- 
phets, that Chriſt and his apoſtles, exhorted 
men to the practice of thoſe things which they 
Knew _P were WO of har: 


ICs there are innumerable paſſages of 
Meeks both in the old and in the new 
teſtament, that are urterly incapable of any 
rational and conſiſtent interpretation, Upon any 
other ſuppoſition than that of man's being a 
free agent. In the book of Deuteronomy, 
chap. xxx. 15-—20, we find Moſes making 
ESP E | | this 


66 A Review'oef the + 
_ this ſolemn and public declaration to the whole 
people of the Jews. See, I have ſet before thee 
this day life and good, and death and evil ; in 
that I command thee this day to love the Lord 
thy God, to wall in his ways, and to keep bis 
commangments, and his ſtatutes, and his judge 
ments :—[ call heaven and earth to record this 
day againſt you, that. I baue ſet before you life 
and death, bleſſing and curfing : therefore chuſe 
life, that both thou and thy ſeed may live: that 
thou mayeſt love the Lord, and that thou mayeſt 
obey bis voice, and that thou mayeſt cleave unto 
him, What can we think of ſuch a ſolemn 
declaration as this to the whole people of 
Iſrael, if Moſes, at the very time he was 
making it, had known that by the natural 
perverſeneſs and depravity of their natures, 
they were really incapable of loving and obey- 
ing God ? Can it be ſuppoſed that he would 
have bid them chuſe life (as the conſequence 
of their obeying the commandments of God) 
and called heaven and earth to witneſs that he 
had ſet it before them, when he knew that 
they were naturally incapable of chuſing it ? 
And Moſes appears, ver. 11, 12, 13, 14. of 
the ſame chapter, to have been ſo far from 
imagining them naturally incapable of per- 
forming the will of God, that he plainly 
_ aſſerts, that as _ knew the will of God, 
| they 
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they could have no excuſe for not doing it; 
which manifeſtly ſuppoſes it was in their power 
to do ſo... This commandment which . command : 
thee this day, it is not hidden from thee; neither 
is it far off. + It is not in heaven, that thou 
ſhouldeſt ſay, Who .ſhalk go up for us to heavens 
and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and 
do it? But the word. is very nigh unto thee, in 
thy mouth, and in 1 brart, pas 1 mayeſs 
„ 


"us. free agency of man is enn im- 
plied in thoſe pathetic expoſtulations which are 
made to the Jewiſh people in the prophecies of 
Ezekiel. Caſt away from you all pour tranſs 
grefſi ons, whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, and make 
you a new , heart, and à neu ſpirit , for why 
will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? for 1 have! ne 
pleaſure in_the death of him that- dieth, ſaith 
the Lord Gad: wherefore turn ye yourſelves, 
and live qe a.. They are here manifeſtly; ſup- 
poſed capable of caſting from them all their 
tranſgreſſi ons, and of turning to God. The 
Almighty declares, I have. no pleaſure in the 
death of him, that dielb. God had not been 
wanting « on his ſide: he had given them 

E 2 faculties 


* —_ * * * * 


4 Ezekiel xvüi. 31. 


„ 


7 


r 
ee N 
—— —— —— 
— —— — = 
— nd —— : — 
— " * 


8 = _ = 
R | - JAYS 
2 nt _ \ - * 4 - = 

= | U — 7 * — — 2 — 5 — < — 

= — 1 > — : - — 

o II * —— * ia? *. . * 3 8 82 2 2 

1 erer ml ” 3FE77 4 — = — — - — 8 f — « 
_—_ 2 2 K my n — 4 2 - 0 — Þ . - * y 5 _ = 2 — 5 — — 
* e g Y | . = - WE Os F 9 3 4 — . 
_ A HE ee Ee —— - * , 8 * bY 4 8 * 22 d 2 2 * 4 — 

— At. - Iu: « gong „ A . * ; Tx 0 b — - — — 
K *% . 8 N I * — NA »—— 2 SY _— — — 
: 7 Ng Wh —— — 2 — ? 9 4 r — PPP ˙ >", Sn ba * - —"_ - — — 4 — 

5 . © T — 7 — ; wo. bow a ESE ons ERIN 71 Io — = N — 
Hr | * 3 — ond OE — : 
e NP. — A 
— . 
. 


5 
7 


_ _— . ww, OF, Z <4 
OR nt 8 
3 "x HK f 
"_— * . 
* Ao + * * 
52 ny - 
_ — — * 2 0 


68 | 4 Rivinw: of the 


faculties and powers ſufficient for the purpoſes 
of religion, but they had neglected to employ 
them. To the ſame purpoſe it is ſaid by St. 
Paul, that God would have all men to be ſaved *. 
How is it poſſible to explain this, with any 
degree of conſiſtency, unleſs we conſider men 
as free creatures. If the ſalvation of all men 
depended on the -will of God, independent of 


their own actions; and it was the will of God 


that all men ſhould be ſaved ; what was it that 
could poſſibly prevent it? God certainly might 
have elected, or given a ſufficient degree of 
grace, to one man as well as to another. But 
if we conſider men as free agents, capable of 
acting either well or ill, even independent of 
their Maker, whilſt they continue in poſſeſſion 


of that freedom of choice which he hath origi- 


nally given them ; the difficulty then vaniſhes. 
It is agreeable to the will of the good and 


merciful Father of our ſpirits, that all men 


ſhould conform themſelves to the laws of piety 
and virtue, and thereby qualify themſelves for 
the enjoyment of eternal happineſs : but as he 
has made them free creatures, this depends upon 


their own choice; and it is from thence it 


ariſes, that though it is the will of God that 
955 | all 
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all men ſhould be faved, yet there are many 
who notwithſtanding will not be ſaved. - God 
hath done his part; but they, being free to 
accept the terms of ſalvation or to refliſe them, 
have not co- operated . the enn in- 
tentions of the Deny. 


"RY ante which may be puck? of 
che Almighty having influenced the actions of 
ſome particular individuals, on extraordinary 
and particular occaſions, are no juſt argument 
againſt the general doctrine of the free agency 
of man. We know that in the natural world, 
as well as in the moral, there are inſtances of 
the divine interpoſſtion on particular otcaſions; 
although in the ordinary courſe of divine pro- 
vidence, things are ſuffered to go on according 
to the fixed and eſtabliſhed laws of nature. 
Neither does our admitting the free agency of 
man, and his natural capability of religion 
and virtue, exclude the doctrine of divine affi/t- 
ance. For though men naturally poſſeſs ſuch 

an ability, yet the divine being may certainly 
communicate any irradiations, or internal aſſiſt- 
ances, which his infinite wiſdom for any wiſe 
reaſons may at any time ſee fit and proper; 
and which may not in the leaſt interfere with 
their natural freedom of action. It appears 
however very certain, that we have now no 
reaſon 
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eee aſſiſtances of that ſort, in the 
ſame degree in which they were communicated 
in the time of the apoſtles, and in the firſt age 
of Chriſtianity. The interpoſition of the Deity 
was at that time more apparent, and it certainly 
was more needful in the firſt eſtabliſhment of 
the goſpel, than it can be in theſe ages. And 
undue pretences to divine illumination have 
been ſuch a ſource of the moſt extravagant 
enthuſiaſm, that they ſhould therefore by in- 
rene. 
Urox the whole, it is very evident, that i ir 

is the univerſal ſenſe of all mankind, in judg- 
ing of their own actions, and thoſe of other 
men, that they are free creatures. The very 
exiſtence of human laws and government ſup- 
poſes it. Without ſuppoſing them maſters of 
their own actions, they. cannot be conſidered as 
accountable for them. To reward, or puniſh 
any beings, either in the preſent or the future 
world, for actions which they did not volunta- 
rily perform, and which they could not have 
avoided, would be both unjuſt and abſurd. 
The conſequence is clear and evident: either 
men have it in their power to obey the dictates 
of reaſon and religion, or they have not: if 
they have, they are properly moral and 
accountable creatures, and proper objects of 
reward 
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reward and puniſhment; if they have nor, 
they cannot be , accountable for their actions, 
nor can they, with the leaſt juſtice-or propriety, 
be either puniſhed. or rewarded. And the 

whole tenor of revelation manifeſtly ſuppoſes 
men to be free agents. « On any other ſuppo- 
ſition, the whole ſcheme of religion appears 
full of confuſion and diſorder, an | inexplicable 
myſtery : but if we admit that men are free 
creatures, and conſequently accountable for 
their actions, theſe difficulties vaniſh, and the 
whole ſyſtem. of religion appears rational, in- 
telligible, harmonious, and conſiſtent. We 
then naturally conſider the preſent ſtate as a 
ſtate of trial; to the verꝶ idea of which temp- 
_ tations are eſſential ; and future rewards and 
puniſhments then appear natural and neceſ- 
ſary. 


Ir appears then that there is no foundation 
in reaſon for the Calviniſtical doctrines; and it 
hath been ſhewn that there is as little real 
foundation for them in revelation; that they 
are not the doctrines of ſcripture, but the 
inventions of men; and that the great deſign 
of the Chriſtian revelation is to promote the 
practice of righteouſneſs. But how inconſiſtent 
with this are the methods that are ſometimes 
taken to depreciate moral virtue? That which 
the 
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; moſt eſſential parts uf e without which 
they could never expect to be approved or 
accepted by God, is by many Chriſtian teachers 
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* abſant and wkbnfiſtent ended 
dat have frequently been given of the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem by its miſtaken friends, appear to have 
done it more real diſſervice, than all the writings 
of the deifts. The oppoſition of the deiſts 
hath in ſome reſpects been very ſerviceable to 
Chriſtianity : it hath occaſioned the evidences 
of its divine originat to be more diligently 
enquired into, and more clearly pointed out. 
And it hath ſhewu that the goſpel is ſuperior 
to all the attacks of its keeneſt adverſaries, 
Bur the abſurd notions which have been pro- 
pagated of the Chriſtian religion by many of 
its profeſſors, have prevented its having its 

proper effect upon many of thoſe who did 
profeſs a belief in it; and hath been a great 
means of adding ſtrength to the attacks of its 
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_ adverſaries. For indeed many of the argu- 


ments of the deiftical writers are levelled, not 
ſo much againſt Chriſtianity itſelf, as againſt 
ſome miſtaken repreſentations of it: but which 
ds as it beſt anſwered their purpoſe, thought 
2; | | proper 


5 2 per to conſider as che real dofzines _ Chel 
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i 4 gured it, muſt excite the approbation andthe 
' reverence of every man. Were it always 
repreſented in its genuine, in its nativs beauty, 
religion could never be made the ſubject of 
| raillery and ridicule. The Chriſtian revelation 
s exhibits the Deity in the moſt endearing and 
\ engaging characters; as the God of love, and 
the father and friend of the whole human race. 
| It. teaches a piety and devotion, not confined 


ſuperſtitious and external rites and ceremonies z 


confined either to ſects, or parties, or countries; 
but of the moſt diffuſive and diſintereſted 
kind. In ſhort, it is the deſign of Chri- 
ſtianity to promote whatſoever is really noble, 


+ excellent, amiable, and praife-worthy ; what 


ſoever can refine, perfect, . and dignify - 
amanity. 


6 ; 


2 either to time or place, nor compoſed of . 


but pure, ſpiritual, and rational. It enforces 
the utmoſt purity of heart, and the greateſt 
ſimplicity, integrity, and rectitude of man- 
ners. And it inculcates a henevolence not 


/ dered e diſtinct from thoſe abſurd additions W . 3 
vhich men have frequently obſcured and diffi- | 


